RSSO I ApQ 27,1289

Linceln Acts as an Atterney fer West Urbana,

in the elden days befere the establishment ef the Uhiversity
ef I1llineis, the main line ef travel between the business sect~-
ions eof Urbana and West Urbana (new Champaign) , led westward
frem the Court House Sguare aleng the diagenal street we knew
teday as West Main street, Urbana- along this way te a peint
adjacent to present day l1llineis Field, thence diagenally nerth-
easterly acress that field te intersect and then fellew westward
aleng the present day line of East University Avenue, Champaign,
At the intersectien with what is new First street, travel fellew-
ed aleng the latter, ene bleck nerth te the intersectien of pre-
sent day E.Main street, Champaign~- and westward aleng that street
to its terminal end at the Ueane House and the Illineis Central
tracks, The entire route as described abeve, being the main there-
ughfare between the twe villages was thus called the main street
or KAEN Street.

Semetime during the time Linceln was in Urbana transacting legal
business~~- prebably areund the 27th ef April, 1859, Abraham Lin-
celn either hired a rig- er berrewed ene- and made his way aleng
this %ain street te West Urbana-- en a strictly business trip te
confer with his client, the City ef West Urbana., This becemes app-
arent frem the fellewing terse item entry on page 96 of the first
WMinute Recerds eof Champaign (then West U bana).:

“An erder was drawn te J.W.Langley (1)
for $25 fee te be paid te A.Linceln
fer assisting in a suit made by Cham-
paign Ceunty against this tewn."

(The abeve notatien appears in the
inutes of May 3, 1859,)

liiany years age, Mr, id Filsen, leng-time resident ef Champaign,
as an abstracter of deeds and abstracts, develeped an histerical
interest in the early annals ef his heme tewn, le wrete a letter
te the lecal Ceurier, the contents ef which weuld tend te threw
some light upen the subject ef Linceln serving as atterney fer
the city eof West Urbana,., 1t reads:

“"University Avenue was epened a few years after the
plaggtng of the Illineis Central Hailread additien- cutting acress
Chester Street (fermerly First Seuth Street).,. Logan street was
eriginally Secend Seuth Street, and Marshall street was Third Seuth
Street, The old city recerd of preceedings ef the Champaign City
Ceuncil in the middle er late 1850's shows allewance ef a fee te
A.Linceln fer atterney fee in assisting in the epening eof Univer-
sity Avenue- (frem Neil te First street)- believe it was called
mains street then- as shewn by seme plats- altheugh the I1.C.R.K,
plat shews kain street as new lecated."”

This then, was the reason fer Linceln's visit te West Urbana im
April of 1859~-- te assist in legal werk in the epening up ef the
then Kain street read- now knewn as University Avenue.
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